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I first wrote to you about the Lay Renewal Weekend in August when it was still two months off. I tried to give a little 
explanation at that time as to what it was. I next devoted ample time in the bulletins leading up to the weekend to  
remind you of the needs we had concerning the weekend, and perhaps to communicate a little bit more of what it 
would entail. Finally, I devoted the whole of my article in last month’s Messenger to trying to describe a little more  
thoroughly what Lay Renewal Weekend was all about and what I hoped we would accomplish by subjecting ourselves 
to an event like this. Looking back on all of that, I would have to say I failed miserably. I don’t think I came close in my 
estimation of the success we would have through this event. Actually I think I underestimated the event, the lay leaders 
who were coming to lead it, and your participation and reaction to it. I also think I failed in truly describing what it would 
be for us. I know I failed in this because in the days since we concluded the weekend, I am still hearing from you that 
as you shared this event with folks in your circle of life who want to know what it was all about, you have had to tell 
them you can’t describe it, telling them they had to experience it for themselves, and you were right. You were right 
because, in the end result it meant so many different things for so many different people. To be truthful there were 
some recurrent themes which seemed to come up in many separate small group sessions. There was a need identified 
that we “play together” away from the church, that we needed to know one another better and to work at carrying  
one another’s burdens. But ultimately for each of us there was an individual assessment of where we’d been, how we 
got to where we are now and perhaps a chance to respond to the question, “Where are we going from here?” I was told 
by one of the Lay Team leaders that the evaluation service which wrapped up the weekend on Sunday night would be 
the highlight of the event. I admit I was skeptical. That skepticism grew after Saturday night’s meeting because it was 
so powerful and intense I truly did not believe that much would top it. Again was I wrong! We cleared the calendar on 
Sunday afternoon so there was nothing on the docket except for the evaluation service and we set the time at 5pm to 
allow ourselves plenty of time, but inside I was thinking it would be an early night because we would probably be done 
by 5:30. Little did I know we would be together that evening for two and a half hours, sharing, crying, praying, and pour-
ing our hearts out before the Lord and one another. It was awesomely special! I do not think I’ve felt that close to the 
Lord or to an assembled group of His children in a long time. On Wednesday night after the weekend we were still talk-
ing about it, still saying that we did not completely fathom what it all was about or what it all meant. It was a work of the 
Lord, I do know that for sure. The real question we need to ask ourselves though, is not looking backward, what it all 
was, but looking forward we should ask ourselves what we need to do as a result of having been through this so that 
our relationship with the Lord and our relationship with one another continues to benefit from it. I have to admit to you 
that I myself do not have all the answers, but I do have a few thoughts. I think we need to make more of an effort to 
stay connected. We are a family. That is a term we hear all the time in Christian or church circles, but it can be just 
another empty word when it is merely spoken and not practiced. We need to care about each other, deeply, and we 
should earnestly build one another up and pray for one another. We further need to keep our relationship with the Lord 
fresh and real. Bible Study, Prayer, Worship and Fellowship are not just things we do to fill the time until He comes, but 
rather they are essential to our daily spiritual growth and well being.  Being at church and involved in small group Bible 
study (Sunday School), worship, and prayer meetings takes having our priorities right and in some cases making a 
sacrifice to choose them over other things the world finds more exciting. We need to develop more of a burden for the 
lost and be willing to do what the Spirit directs us to do so that more will be won to Christ and brought into the fellow-
ship of believers right here at FBCM.  We need to be open to what the Lord is going to do here on His mission field, but 
not only that, we need to be praying for Him to do it in and through and over and around us so we might be blessed to 
have a part in it all. The Tuesday Night Prayer Vigil continues with shortened hours 5-7pm each week. See you there? 
By His Grace and For His Glory,  Bro. Mike 

Shannon Kitchen 10-5 

Candace Boneo 10-6 

Stella Lake 10-7 

Regina Matzen 10-8 

Michelle Casto 10-14 

Jim Reed 10-15 

Bob Heydrick 10-18 

Mamie Ragsdale 10-18 

Sue Zeimer 10-20 

Linda Warner 10-22 

Theresa & Michael Alford 10-13 

Suzanne & Randy Burks 10-25 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 First Family  

Donuts  9:30am 

Soul-Winning  

Commitment Day 

3 4 

Prayer Vigil 

Sanctuary  

open 5-7pm 

5 Women on  

Mission  11:00am 

Budget Discussion  

Meeting 7:30pm 

6 7 8 

9 Deacon Mtg. 3:30pm 

Council Mtg.     4:30pm 

Final Conflict  5:00pm 

10   Mission in 

Action 

10:30am 

11 

Prayer Vigil 

Sanctuary  

open 5-7pm 

12 13 14 

Final  

Conflict 

15 

Final 

Conflict 

16 17 Brotherhood  

  Dinner 6:30pm 

GOBA Annual  

Meeting 6:45pm 

Lockhart BC 

18 

Prayer Vigil 

Sanctuary  

open 5-7pm 

19 Dinner 6:00pm 

Prayer Mtg. 

7:00pm 

Business Meeting 

7:15pm 

20 

Rescue  

Mission  

6:15pm 

 

21 

Movie Night  

in the Field 

7:00pm 

22 

23   Youth 

Hungry Sunday 

Lake Eola 

24 25 Prayer 

Vigil  5-7pm 

In Sanctuary 

26  

IVS Lunch  12:00 

27 28 

James 1:27 

Dinner  7pm 

29 

30 Lord's Supper 

AM Service 

Deacon Led PM  

Youth Party-7pm 

31      

                Sunday      Choir Rehearsal      5:30PM  
Sunday School      9:45AM    Bible Study              7:00PM 
AM Service           10:55AM   Youth                     7-8:30PM        

Wednesday 
Men's Bible Study    7:00AM 
Prayer Meeting         7:00PM 



AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

Sunday School Enrollment 72 

Sunday School Attendance 41 

Morning Worship Attendance 78 

Sunday Evening Attendance 30 

Wednesday Evening Attend. 17 

Lay Renewal Weekend 62 

 
 

 

CHURCH  STAFF 

Michael Matzen  Pastor 

Michael Alford Deacon Chair 

Suzanne Burks Music Director 

Darrell Weatherley  Organist 

Theresa Alford Nursery/Preschool 

Mike Wood Youth Leader 

Regina Matzen Secretary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office  407 628-5130 

Pastorôs Home  407 886-6495  

Pastorôs Cell 407 617-8333 

Deacon Chair 407 814-9115  

E-mail firstbaptistch@cfl.rr.com 

Website www.maitlandbaptist.org 

CHURCH SERVICES  

Sun. 9:45AM Sunday School/Bible Study 

   10:55AM Morning Worship  

    7:00PM Evening Worship /Youth 

Wed. 7:00PM Prayer Meeting 

Statistics  
First Baptist Church of Maitland 

Loving God, Loving People, Serving Both 

    

Deacons for October 
 

Michael Alford 407-814-9115 
 

  

 

in the Field  

 

Friday  

October 21  

7:00PM  
 

Come, join us  

for a night under 

the stars. Bring 

your blanket and 

lawn chair. Free  

entertainment  

for everyone!  

James 1:27 Dinner  

October 28, 7:00pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Invitations will be  

arriving  soon  

 

 

 

SUNDAY - 10/9 
Deacon Meeting - 3:30pm 

Church Council Meeting - 4:30pm 
 

WEDNESDAY - 10/19 
Dinner 6:00pm 

Prayer Meeting 7:00pm 
Business Meeting 7:15pm 

All members are encouraged  
to attend each Quarterly  

Business meeting.  

      You are invited to a Pack Party for  

        Operation Christmas Child on Sunday  

           Nov. 6, during the  Sunday School Hour.  

All are invited.  See Jennifer Keif for questions.  

All Ladies are invited to a White Elephant Party  
at Claudia Robinsonõs house, 538 Faith Circle. 
Thurs., Oct. 13, 7:00pm or Sat., Oct. 15, 2:30pm.   
Bring a wrapped gift from your home that you do not 
want anymore and exchange your white elephant for 
an elephant of a different color!  Please call Claudia 
at 407-645-1747 or sign up on the bulletin board your 
RSVP if you can and what date you want to come. 

 
 
 
Sunday 10/9 -  Final Conflict at 

Faith Assembly, 5:00pm, free. Bus leaves at 4:30pm. 

Sunday 10/23 -  Hungry Sunday  
We will leave at 8:30am to go and feed the homeless at 
Lake Eola during the Sunday School hour. 

Sunday 10/30 -  Youth Harvest 

Party , 6:45pm. Bring your friends. 

Sunday 11/13 -  Youth Kick - off  
Invite everyone you know - get 25 friends to attend and 
Michael loses his pink shirt!  

November 6 

7:00pm 

Singing, instruments, 

poems, skits, stories. 

Everyone has a talent! 

 See Suzanne Burks 

For more information. 

Sign-up sheet is on  

the Bulletin Board. 
 

(No fellowship after) 

Article deadline for the 

November newsletter 

is October 28. Please 

leave your notice or article in 

the church office or Email: 

firstbaptistch@cfl.rr.com  


